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Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  I  *ying  before  you  my  twenty- 
eighth  animal  report  on  the  Sanitary  condition  of  my 
District,  together  with  the  tables  of  vital  statistics 
and  an  account  of  the  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  noti¬ 
fied  during  the  year. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  in  tho  district  was  77, 
giving  a  rate  of  12,45  per  thousand.  This.  Is  one  death 
less  t  last  year,  when  the  rate  per  1000  was  12.88* 

Of  these  77  deaths,  10  were  over  ro  years  of  age,  15 
above  89  years  of  age,  and  2  above  UO,  making  35  deaths 
over  70  years,  nearly  half  the  total  number  of  deaths. 
This  speaks  well  for  the  healthy  state  of  the  district. 

The  births  registered  were  125,  giving  a  birth 
rate  per  1000  of  20.22,  10  deaths  of  children  under  1 

year  were  notified,  making  a  rate  of  80  per  1000  births 
registered.  This  is  a  considerable  improve  ?ent  on  last 
year,  but  it  is  still  greater  than  it  ought  to  be,  4  of 
these  deaths  wore  due  to  premature  birth, 

ho  deaths  have  occurred  from  Influenza  during  tho 
past  year. 

The  total  number  of  cases  of  infectious;  diceaaes 
notified  during  the  year  was  22.  Of  these  8  were  Scarlet 
vever,  7  were  Erysipelas,  3  Diphtheria  and  4  Fnierle 
Fever.  Of  the  cases  of  dear lot  Fever  6  occurred  at 
Constable  Burton,  1  at  Tloraby,  and  1  at  bensley. 
wore  mostly  of  a  very  mild  type.  The  echo  1  u  s  closed 
at  Constable  Burton  and  this,  no  doubt,  checked  the 
spread  of  the  disease  in  that  neighbourhood.  Of  the 
Diphtheria  cases  1  occurred  at  Mlddlehara,  1  at  Bpenn i - 
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thorns  and  1  at  Hewton-le -Willow#  with  1  death  at  'iddle- 
haro.  The  source  of  infoot ion  coul  i  not  bo  traced  in 
finy  case.  Of  Interio  Fever  2  cases  occurred  at  Loybum 
with  1  death,  and  2  at  Hunton. 

It  is  very  unfortunate  that  measles  is  not  notifi¬ 
able  in  this  district.  There  have  been  several  out¬ 
breaks  during  the  past  year,  and  I. would  suggest  that 
it  should  bo  added  to  the  list  of  notifiable  diseases, 
as,  when  the  disease  is  prevalent  in  a  district,  it  is 
almost  impossible  for  me  to  find  out  the  severity  of 
the  outbreak.  Two  outbreaks  hove  occurred  in  Leyburn, 
one  at  the  commence  ont  of  the  siiramcr  holidays,  and 
the  other  later  in  the  year,  when  it  was  found  necessary 

to  close  the  schools.  An  outbreak  occurred  at  Spenni- 
thorao  and  one  at  Finghall  and  Constable  Burton.  In 
both  of  these  instances  the  schools  were  closed.  One 
death  from  measles  occurred  at  Constable  Burton. 

11  deaths  from  Heart  Disease  occurred  (hiring  the 
year,  the  same  number  as  last  year;  5  deaths  from 
Bronchitis,  one  of  which  was  an  infant  under  1  year;  5 
deaths  from  Phthisic,  two  more  than  last  year;  and  6 
deaths  from  Ofuicer. 

The  weather  burins  the  year  has  been  exceptionally 
rainy;  notwithstanding  this  the  amount  of  sickness  in 
the  neighbourhood  has  been  very  small.  February  and 
November  were  the  most  fatal  months,  10  and  9  deaths 
being  registered  in  them  respectively* 

I  greatly  regret  to  say  that  nothing  further  has 
been  done  about  the  water  supply  at  Finghall. 

The  drainage  scheme  at  Leyburn  is  still  regularly 
discussed  and  adjourned. 

The  drainage  in  some  outlying  farms  is  far  from 
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satisfactory;  the  w/u it®  water  being  allowed  to  accumu¬ 
late  or  run  into  a  gutter  without  any  attempt  to  oven 
provide  a  cesspool,  This  must  naturally  make  the  sani¬ 
tary  condition  of  the  house  very  unsatisfactory. 

Many  complaints  have  been  mads  of  the  scavenging 
of  Ley burn  Market  Place,  and  X  think,  with  justification. 
Refuse  from  the  stalls  on  market  days  has  boon  allowed, 
on  more  than  one  occasion,  to  lie  about  without  any 
attempt  being  made  at  its  removal.  Also,  after  the 
October  Pair  the  refuse  was  left  untouched  for  several 
days,  and,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  excessive  rain, 
the  health  of  the  inhabitants  in  the  neighbourhood  must 
have  inevitably  suffered, 

During  the  smallpox  epidemic  the  vagrants  were 
visited  daily,  but  no  case  of  the  disease  was  discovered. 
During  the  year  I  have  gone  over  the  greater  part 
of  the  District,  and,  excepting  the  above  mentioned 
facts,  the  general  condition  is  satisfactory, 

bet  me  once  again  thank  tho  Inspector  of  nuisances 
for  his  kind  assistance  to  m  during  the  year, 

I  am,  (Jen t  lemon, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  KETCALFE  g.D. , 

Medical  Officer  of  Health* 


January  D9th.,  1904. 
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